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“Susie’s Serpentine Necklace” 
Pattern by Laura Cole 

 

Material List: 

A – size 11 seed bead (main color; approx 6 grams) 
B – size 11 seed bead (accent color; approx 5 grams) 
C – size 8 seed bead (approx 9 grams) 
D – size 4mm round (approx 24-32) 
E – size 6mm round (approx 12-16; used in large stations) 
F – size 6mm round (approx 7-9; used in small stations) 
 
You’ll also need a single-strand clasp Fireline, beading needle, 
mat, scissors, measuring tape 
 

  

 

Make a base with a ladder stitch 

On a comfortable length of thread stitch a ladder 
two beads high and four beads wide 

1. Pick up 4A and slide them down until you 
have a 10” tail remaining for your clasp. Sew 
through all four beads again and position the 
beads so that they make two stacks of two.  

2. Pick up 2A and sew down through the 
second stack of beads again. Sew up 
through the 2 new beads just added. 

3. Pick up 2A and sew up the third stack of 
beads again. Sew down through the 2 new 
beads just added. 

4. Reinforce the entire ladder by sewing back 
up through the third stack, down the second 
stack and up the first stack. Now your ladder 
should be very straight, with your working 
thread coming out the top of the first stack 
and your tail coming out the bottom of the 
first stack. 
 

 

5. Sew down the fourth stack and then up the 
first stack to bring the ladder into a tubular 
shape. 
 

 

Begin your herringbone rope 

6. Pick up 2A and sew down the second stack, 
then sew up the third stack. 

7. Pick up 2A and sew down the fourth stack, 
then up the first stack, going all the way to 
the top, including the first bead added in this 
round. This is your step up. 

8. Pick up 2A and go down just one bead in the 
second stack, then up one bead in the third 
stack. 

9. Pick up 2A and go down just one bead in the 
fourth stack and the top two beads of the 
first stack to step up. 
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10. Repeat Steps 8&9 to add two more rounds of 
herringbone for a total of six As in each 
stack. 
 

 

11. Stitch two rounds of herringbone using Bs. 
 

 

12. Stitch one round of herringbone using Cs. 
 

 

Small Station 

13. Pick up 1F and 2C and slide them down to 
your work. Sew back down through the F 
and into the C added in the previous round 
in the second stack. 
 

 

14. Sew up through the C added in the previous 
round in the third stack and the F. 
 

 

15. Pick up 2C and sew back down through the 
F and into the C added in the previous round 
in the fourth stack. 

16. Sew up through the C added in the previous 
round in the first stack, the F and the C 
added in the beginning of the current round 
in the first stack. 

17. Pick up 2B and sew down the top C in the 
second stack. Pick up 5A (you can substitute 
Bs for these stations instead of As if you 
prefer) and sew down the next C in the third 
stack. Then sew up through the next C. 
 
You are using the third stack instead of the 
second stack to make the work rotate 90 
degrees. Your stations rotate slightly 
throughout the length of your necklace. The 
new As just added will wrap around the F. 
 

 

18. Pick up 5A and sew into the top C in the third 
stack. 

19. Pick up 2B and sew down the top C in the 
fourth stack. Pick up 5A and sew down the 
next C in the first stack.  

20. Sew up through the next C, pick up 5A and 
sew through the top C and B in the first stack. 
 

 

21. Stitch one round of regular herringbone using 
Bs. 
 

 



Laura’s Beads & Jewelry Boutique | 8143 State Rd 52, Hudson FL 34667 |  727-495-0803 | www.laurasbeads.com 
 

22. Stitch six rounds of herringbone using As. 
 

 

23. Stitch two rounds of herringbone using Bs. 
 

 

24. Stitch two rounds of herringbone using Cs. 
 

 

Large Station 

In these stations you’ll be doing an “increase stitch”, 
also called the “stitch in the ditch”. 

25. Pick up 2C and sew down the next C from 
the prior round. Pick up 1B and sew up the 
next C from the prior round. Pick up 2C and 
sew down the next C from the prior round. 
Pick up 1B and sew up through the next C 
from the prior round and step up through the 
first C added in the current round. 
 

 

26. Pick up 2C and sew down the next C from 
the prior round. Pick up 2B and sew up the 
next C from the prior round. Pick up 2C and 
sew down the next C from the prior round. 
Pick up 2B and sew up through the next C 
from the prior round and step up through the 
first C added in the current round. 
 

 

27. Pick up 2C and sew down the next C from 
the prior round. Pick up 1D and sew up the 
next C from the prior round. Pick up 2C and 
sew down the next C from the prior round. 
Pick up 1D and sew up through the next C 
from the prior round and step up through the 
first C added in the current round. 
 

 

28. Pick up 2C and sew through the next C, D, C 
from the prior round. Pick up 2C and sew 
through the next C, D, C from the prior round 
and step up through the first C added in the 
current round. 
 

 

29. Pick up 2C and sew down the next C from 
the prior round. Pick up 1E and sew up the 
next C from the prior round. Pick up 2C and 
sew down the next C from the prior round. 
Pick up 1E and sew up through the next C 
from the prior round and step up through the 
first C added in the current round 
 

 

30. Pick up 2C and sew through the next C, E, C 
from the prior round. Pick up 2C and sew 
through the next C, E, C from the prior round 
and step up through the first C added in the 
current round. 
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31. Repeat Rounds 27 & 28, then repeat Round 
26, then repeat Round 25. 
 

 

32. Pick up 2B and sew down through the next 
4C from the previous round. Sew through the 
1D on that side of the necklace. 
 

 

33. Pick up 6B and sew back through the next D 
on that side of the necklace. 
 

 

34. Pick up 6B and sew back through the 
previous D on that side of the necklace (the 
one you were exiting at the beginning of the 
previous step). 
 

 

35. Sew through the next 4C. 
 

 

36. Repeat Steps 32 through 35, then step up 
through the first B added in the last round. 
 

 

37. Stitch one more round of herringbone using 
Bs. 

38. Stitch six rounds of herringbone using As. 

39. Stitch two rounds of herringbone using Bs. 

40. Stitch one round of herringbone using Cs. 
 

 

Now you’ll repeat Steps 13 (beginning with Small 
Station) through 40 until you reach approximately 2” 
from the desired length of your necklace. Then 
repeat Steps 13 through 22 so that your end matches 
the beginning. 

Clasp 

41. Before adding your clasp, sew through the 
last round of herringbone added to tighten it 
up. 

42. Pick up 2B, 1C one half of your clasp, 1C, 2B 
and sew down the next A in your last row of 
herringbone. Sew up through the next A in 
the last round. 

43. Pick up 2B and sew back through the C, 
clasp, C just added. Pick up 2B and sew into 
the next A in the last round. 

44. Reinforce your clasp two times, then weave 
in and end your thread. 

45. Repeat this process using your tail thread to 
attach the clasp on the other side. 

 


